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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO FBO-02 SCS-03 MCT-01 DHA-02 AID-05 
CCO-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 SP-02 OC-06 
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INRE-00 /079W 

111206Z 123635/22 

O 111120Z MAR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0000 

CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 2369 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION ISLAMABAD INFO LAHORE 1 1 MAR 77 
FROM KARACHI REPEATED YOU FOR INFO: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL KARACHI 1 169 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PK, PINT 
SUBJECT: HARTAL 

1 . SUMMARY: THE MARCH 1 1 HARTAL CALLED BY THE PNA IS 
LARGELY EFFECTIVE AS OF MID-DAY. TAXIS, RICHSHAWS AND 
PRIVATE BUSES HAVE BEEN OFF THE ROAD SINCE EARLY MORNING 
AND PUBLICLY OPERATED BUSES THAT STARTED RUNNING EARLY 
HAVE IN MANY CASES NOW DISAPPEARED. MOST BUT NOT ALL 
SHOPS ARE CLOSED. VIOLENCE HAS BEEN LIMITED SO FAR. 

POLICE AND MILITARY ARE PATROLLING. AT LEAST 50 
PERCENT OF OUR LOCAL STAFF DID NOT REPORT THIS MORNING 
BECAUSE OF FEAR OR THE INABILITY TO GET TRANSPORTATION. 

WE ARE DISMISSING THE LOCAL STAFF EARLY BECAUSE OF 
RUMORED TROUBLE IN THE STREETS FOLLOWING FRIDAY PRAYERS. 

THE PORT WORKERS ARE SUPPORTING THE HARTAL SO THERE IS 
NO ACTIVITY AT THE PORT. END SUMMARY 
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2. PUBLIC TRANSPORT IS NOW VIRTUALLY AT A STANDSTILL. 

PRIVATE VEHICLES MOVE FREELY IN MANY AREAS BUT HAVE 
BEEN STOPPED BY ROADBLOCKS IN SOME LOCATIONS. ONE OF 
OUR VEHICLES WAS SO STOPPED BUT THEN PERMITTED TO 

PROCEED AFTER IDENTIFYING ITSELF. WE HAVE SCATTERED REPORTS THAT 
VEHICLES HAVE BEEN STONED OR BURNED IN AREAS SUCH AS 
LAS BELA, NAZIMABAD AND LIAQUATABAD. BUT THESE ARE 
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UNCONFIRMED. 

3. POLICE ARE REPORTEDLY DISMANTLING ROADBLOCKS WHEN 
THEY ARE SET UP BUT THE ACTIVISTS THEN RECONSTRUCT THEM 
ELSEWHERE. THERE IS NO SERIOUS ENFORCEMENT OF SECTION 
144 AGAINST PEACEFUL GROUPS, OF WHICH THERE ARE A GOOD 
MANY SCATTERED AROUND THE CITY. THUS FAR THEY SEEM TO 

BE ENJOYING THE HOLIDAY RATHER THAN GATHERING FOR TROUBLE. 
ARMY PATROLS ARE CONSPICUOUS. 

AN AMERICAN SOURCE REPORTS HAVING SEEN 

TANKS IN THE CITY, AND ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS 

WERE SPOTTED YESTERDAY IN LIAQUATABAD. 

4. CONSULATE PERSONNEL REPORT THAT THE BRIDGE ON 
DRIGH ROAD NEAR THE AIRPORT IS NOW OPEN TO TRAFFIC 
THOUGH IT WAS CLOSED BY THE ARMY FOR SOME TIME. 

TRASH HAD BEEN THROWN IN THE ROAD AND AT LEAST ONE 
RAILROAD CAR HAD BEEN SET ON FIRE EARLY THIS MORNING. 

FIRING WAS HEARD IN THE AREA AND IT IS SAID THAT EIGHT 
PERSONS WERE KILLED. ONE COMPANY OF TROOPS REMAINS 
AT THE BRIDGE; AMBULANCES WERE SIGHTED ABOUT NOON, 

AND COMMUTER TRAINS ARE BACKED UP ON THE RAILWAY LINE. 

5. A CONSULATE OFFICER WHO TOURED SENSITIVE 
PARTS OF THE CITY THIS MORNING REPORTS SIGHTING TWO 
PASSIVE CONFRONTATIONS BETWEEN ARMY TROOPS AND 
CIVILIANS. IN ONE CASE THREE ARMY TRUCKS FACED THREE 
TRUCKLOADS OF CIVILIANS, THE ARMY HAVE RING-MOUNTED 
MACHINE GUNS TRAINED ON THE CIVILIANS BUT NO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ISLAMA 02369 111158Z 

ACTION TAKING PLACE. IN THE OTHER CASE TWO TRUCKLOADS 
OF TROOPS SAT OBSERVING ABOUT 75 YOUNG MEN JOKING 
AND LOITERING NEARBY. AT THIS POINT AND A FEW OTHERS 
THE STREET WAS LITTERED WITH LARGE STONES AND CHUNKS 
OF LARGE PIPE TO IMPEDE TRAFFIC. 

6. SEVERAL SOURCES HAVE SUGGESTED TO US THAT THE 
HARTAL IS THE PNA'S WAY OF TESTING THE AMOUNT OF 
SUPPORT THEY CAN EXPECT IF THEY INITIATE THE LONGER 
TERM "CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE" AND HARRASSMENT DIRECTED 
TOWARDS BHUTTO THAT THEY WOULD LIKE TO PURSUE. IF 
RESPONSE TO THE HARTAL IS GOOD, ESPECIALLY IN THE 
PUNJAB, SUCH A CAMPAIGN WILL GET UNDERWAY. 

7. THE LATEST RUMOR IS THAT A CURFEW WILL BE IMPOSED 

IN KARACHI TONIGHT BUT WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION AS YET. 
MOORE UNQUOTE BYROADE 
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